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BBHO Will Move to Its New Office in Ma

Burton Burton & Ho LLP and its PRC Division plans to move ?// B
to its new office on the 1st May 2009. 5
Our new office is situated at 18 Park Row, the heart of the .}

business district in Leeds. Abtech House was built by archi- 9
tects Oliver and Dodgshun in 1900. The front facade fea-
tures a scene by sculptor Joseph Thewlis, commemorating &
international banking.
The firm is looking forward to the move, and warmly wel- £
comes all our clients to visit us in the new office. L

Our New Address from 1st May 2009
Abtech House

18 Park Row

Leeds

LS15JA

(Above: Abtech House)

China speeds up development in central region to cope with financial crisis

To some extent, the spreading global financial crisis brings opportunities to China's less-mentioned
central region. "To speed up development of the central region ... is significant to a new round of
economic growth," Ding Xuedong, vice head of the Finance Ministry, told the Central China Forum on
Thur. 23rd April in Hefei, capital of Anhui Province.

China's central region, which encompasses the provinces of Shanxi, Henan, Hunan, Hubei, Jiangxi
and Anhui, makes up 10% of the country's size and is home to 28% of its total population.

Amid the financial crisis, the central region, which focuses more on internal-oriented economy, has-
n't suffered as much as the industrial east. In 2008, the combined GDP was about 6,318.8 bin yuan
(about 929 bin USD), up 12.2% from 2007. It accounted for 19.3% of China's total GDP for the
same year. In 2006, the combined GDP in the 6 provinces accounted for 18.7% of the national total.
However, some experts pointed out that the financial crisis is spreading in China from the east to
the west.

"The central region is next to the east coastal zone, featuring resource-based industries like mining
and labor force export," said Fan Hengshan, head of the economy department of the National Devel-
opment and Reform Commission.

Chinese ministries are enacting policies to help the central region brace for more severe challenges
as the crisis spreads.
According to Lu Dongfu, vice head of the Ministry of Railways, new railways with a total length of

16,000 km are to be built before 2020 to extend the railway network to 34,000 km."By then, the
length of railways in every 10,000 sq.km of area will grow from 175 to 331 km, twice of China's
average," he said.

The 6 provinces together have 25 airports, 15.6% of the total number in China.

"By 2010, airports in the capital cities of the 6 provinces are all to be upgraded," said Yang Guo-
qing, vice head of the Civil Aviation Administration of China.

More money will be earmarked by the central government to the region.

Since last September, the central government allocated 43.1 bn yuan (about 6.3 bn USD) to the 6
provinces, twice as much as the total investment in 2007, said Ding Xuedong with the Finance Min-
istry. "We will put more money to the central and western regions," he vowed.

The BBHO PRC Division started its central China strategy in 2007, and the PRC Division was set up
that year. BBHO has now established strong ties with several cities in central China, appointed a
local consultant and formally signed an affiliation agreement with one the largest law firms in cen-
tral China.

Our services will be invaluable to all those interested in conducting business in central China.

For more information please contact BBHO PRC Division at 0113 297 8787 or email Dr Michael
Shen: mhs@bbho.co.uk
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